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Trustees of the Basil Houghton Memorial Trust (BHMT) said farewell to their longest serving 
Trustee, Denis Orme, with a presentation at their AGM on 18 June 2025.  
 
BHMT is a Shropshire based grant-giving charity which awards funds to relieve, educate and 
support people with learning disabilities, with the overarching aim of fulfilling a dream, meeting 
an aspiration or improving the quality of an applicant’s life. Financial support has also been 
given for the provision of practical equipment, furnishings and fittings.  
 
Denis’ retirement from the role comes after more than 20 years of service to the charity, where 
he has been an integral member of the Board making decisions on grant application 
 

 
 
Julia Baron (Chair of BHMT) said: “Denis’ involvement goes back to the inception of the Trust. 
He met with the benefactor, Mrs Houghton to discuss her wishes, wrote the Trust Deed and 
helped get the first Trustees on board. Since then, in addition to wise counsel, he has prepared 
every annual report for the Charity Commission, and in the early days he took the minutes of all 
the meetings as well. He will be sorely missed!” 
 
Denis Orme said: “It has been my privilege and pleasure to assist in the work of the Trust since 
its formation in 2002, using the Trust's resources to bring some joy and happiness to the lives of 
so many of the beneficiaries” 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note for Editors 
 
The Basil Houghton Memorial Trust is a grant giving Trust, registered with the Charity 
Commission (no. 1101947). We use our modest resources to make small grants to support 
people with learning disabilities and their family carers, either directly or through voluntary/not-
for-profit organisations. The total amount of grants awarded over the years exceeds £250,000. 
More information on the Trust and how to apply for grants can be found on our website: 
https://www.basilhoughtontrust.org.uk/ 
 
Contact information: Julia Baron houghtontrust@gmail.com 


